
ENVIRON 761:
Equity & Landscape Management

Instructor: John Fay



Multi-attribute Synthesis





Discussion Topics

 Does bias occur in land management decisions?

 Do any of the analyses we did in class have an 
implicit bias against certain groups of people? 



Race and Place

Mickey Fearn

 Professor of the Practice
(2013–2020), NCSU

 Deputy Director for 
Communications and 
Community Assistance 
(2008–2013), National Park Service

 Director of Innovation – Seattle Public Workforce



Fearn: National Park Service

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCs0nPWkArI&t=448s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCs0nPWkArI&t=448s


Fearn: National Park Service

“The National Park Service is the most segregated 
organization in the federal government.”

 Surprised to hear that? 

 Agree? Disagree? 

 How to fix? 
How to attract more minorities to national parks?



Fearn: The Planning process

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCs0nPWkArI&t=2053s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCs0nPWkArI&t=2053s


Fearn: The Planning Process

"All landscape management plans reflect the values of 
the people who create them." 

 Are issues a matter of convincing other groups of the 
importance of nature? Integrating their interests? 

 Or is the process inherently 

flawed. 



Fearn: Equal appreciation of parks?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCs0nPWkArI&t=2293s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCs0nPWkArI&t=2293s


Fearn: Biophopbia



Fearn: Equal appreciation of parks?

 Importance of history/culture in relation to nature

 Interest in nature relative to other interests



Fearn: The real issue…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCs0nPWkArI&t=3114s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCs0nPWkArI&t=3114s


Fearn: What we all need…



Closing thoughts? 

 How to reconcile conflict between management for 
nature/conservation & other human aspects?

 Can we expand “ecosystem” to also include the 
needs to support different cultures, lifestyles?

 What are the implications of these issues on 
organizations such as WWF, TNC? Julie Tuttle’s 
work? This class??


